












CONFERENCE SESSIONS 

2:30-3:30PM: Breakout Session III 
Advising: The Persistence Stronghold without Economic Constraints. 
Betty J Sanford, Senior Academic Specialist, Michigan State University 

ROOMU233 

Where do we turn for sustained support to students in a time when economic downturn 

signi fi ca ntly influences programs and services? At such crossroads, maintaining a robust 
advising program is crucia l. Using a strength based approach, advising provides strong 
alliances, micro-guidance, and creative intervention t ools. This support is applicable across 
institutional types both large and small ; student populations including student ath letes; and 
program budgets. Through the comprehensive reach of advising. we can pull out the tools 
that engage our students in building self-sustaining academic and personal skills. Key among 
these tools is cou rse tracking, academic engagement rubric, and biblio-advising. These tools 
help students navigate their transition to coll ege by strengthening their self-app raisal skills 
and their self-efficacy. These are some of the advising tools that we used to win the Noel 
Levitz Retention Excellence Awa rd. This lecture presentation will close with collaborative 
learning and a sharing of best practices. 

Best Practices for Reaching Students (A Roundtable) 
Ja,mie l. H. Brown , Academic Advisor, Ce ntral Michigan University 
Amy Faber, Academic Advisor, Central Michigan University 
l ynne l'Hommedieu, Academic Advisor, Central Michigan University 
ROOM M119-1Z0 

How do you reach students? In today's world full of technology and fast marketing, how can 
we keep up with students and communicating what we do in advising? There are many 
useful programs and ideas so please bring you r best practices to sha re! This includes 
technology, print material, signs, programs etc. From high tech to low tech and low cost to 
high cost there are a lot of options for marketing and communication , In th is round table 
format we will share and generate ideas from what you currently do on your campus and 
draw from the success of others. The program is designed for anyone and will be done as a 
round table discussion , 

Student Retention in Engineering: Making Faculty Connections Work for You! 
Amanda Idema, Director of Academic Advising, Michigan State University College of Engineering 
Dr. Daina Briedis, Associate Professor, MSU College of Engineering 
Dr. Thoma s Wolff, Associate Dean, MSU College of Engineering 

ROOM M1Zl 

In 2008 the MSU College of Engineering received a $2.5 million grant from the National 
Science Foundation to increase retention of first and second year students in the field of 
engineering. The grant explores several different aspects of retention, including a 
Connector Faculty Program. There is much evidence to show that student success can be 
greatly influenced simply by having a more personal connection with one or more faculty 
members. To this end, 200 first year students were matched up with over 30 faculty 
volunteers in the college an d give n the opportunity to meet throughout the semester in an 
informal, out of class context. Connector Faculty and professional aca demic advisers have 
the opportunity to collaborate on student advisi ng issues. The presentation will consist of 
background information on the grant, specific information about the Connector Faculty 
Program, the interface between faculty and academic advisers and feedback from the 
students and faculty who participated. This presentation is appropr iate for any audience. 
There will be ample opportunity to ask questions and see how something similar can work 
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MIACADA INFORMATION 

MIACADA 
OUTSTANDING ACADEMIC ADVISOR. 

AWAR.D W INNER.S 

Award Winners: 

Academic Advising, Primary Role 

Marilyn S. Kritzman, Western Michigan University 

Academic Advising, Faculty Role 

Christine A. Va lda, Grand Va lley State University 

Academic Advising Administrator 

Jennifer L. McCaul, Grand Valley State University 

Graduate Student 

lauren E. l ong, Grand Valley State University 

Certificates of Recognition: 

Academic Advising Primary Role 

Marianne Blair, Mott Community College 

Academic Advisi ng Primary Role, 

Andreea Bordeianu, Oakland Univers ity - Macomb 

Academic Advising Primary Role 

Caroline D. Cascini, Grand Valley State University 
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MIACADA BOARD MEMBERS 

Past President 

Judy Cordes, Michigan State University 

President 

Shannon Burton, Michigan State University 

President -Elect 

Amanda tdema, Michigan State University 

Secretary 

Liza Lagman Sperl, Wayne State University 

Treasurer 

Martha Reck, University of Michigan 

Member At Large 2007·2009 

Jo Hartwell, Michigan State University 

Member At Large 2007·2009 

Helen Wilson, Wayne State University 

Member At Large 2008-2010 

Molly Weir, Eastern Michigan University 

2008-2009 Advisory Board 

Membership 

Anne London, Grand Valley State University 

Communications 

Janelle Golding, Michigan State University 

2009 MIAC\DA Conference Co-Chairs 

Angela Debelak, Michigan State University 

Nancy Dietrich, Lansing Community College 

Judy Cordes, Michigan State University 

Michael Fredericks, Olivet College 

NACADA State liaison 

Deb Dotterer, Michigan State University 

THANK YOU to our 2009 MIACADA Conference sponsors 
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